
Grounds and Environmental Services Committee

Date:  10th September 2018 

Title: Town Council owned pollinator sites

Purpose of the Report: To seek Member endorsement in 
respects of the way Town Council owned 
pollinator friendly sites are managed in 
the future.   

Contact Officer: Ian Haynes – Head of Grounds and 
Environmental Services

Corporate Objective/s LLTC Three Year Plan – Aim 3.

“To provide great public open spaces, varied 
opportunities for sport and leisure and to exceed 
expectations in delivering cemetery and allotment 

services”

Implications:
Financial √ Within existing budget
Human Resources None
Operational/Service 
delivery

None

Procedural/Legal None
Risk/Health and Safety None

1. RECOMMENDATION/S

Should members be minded, the proposals are:

1.1 To note the report.

1.2 To endorse that the future funding and development of Town Council 
owned pollinator friendly sites is taken in-house.

1.3 To formally thank all the local volunteers for their work involved in 
supporting South Bedfordshire Friends of the Earth’s – ‘Keep the Buzz in 
Leighton Buzzard’ initiative and to welcome their ongoing support in 
helping deliver the in-house service delivery.



 
2. BACKGROUND

2.1 In April 2016, the Leisure and Community Committee endorsed the 
formalisation of the partnership relationship between the Town Council and 
South Bedfordshire Friends of the Earth by directly funding a Service Level 
Agreement to the maximum value of £2,000 per annum. This agreement is for 
three years and expires on 31st March 2019.

2.2 The Committee will be aware of the work undertaken by the South Bedfordshire 
Friends of the Earth organisation to make Leighton-Linslade become a bee 
friendly town.

3. CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 Leighton-Linslade is an example of a Town which has successfully mobilised 
itself for pollinators, building on prior conservation work. In 2012 South 
Bedfordshire Friends of the Earth set up the campaign ‘Keep the Buzz in 
Leighton Buzzard’.

3.2 The Town Council has supported the creation of pollinator friendly sites over 
the past few years through the creation of its own areas by the planting of 
pollinator friendly trees and through funding of projects on Town Council owned 
land. This has resulted in pollinator areas being created at Parson’s Close, 
Adams Bottom, Mentmore Park, Linslade Memorial Garden and Mill Road. In 
addition a community orchard has been established at Astral Park.

3.3 These projects have been recognised nationally. To allow the Town Council to 
develop these sites further, it is suggested that the Town Council considers 
bringing the development of the Town Council’s own sites in-house. The 
funding that would otherwise be paid to a third-party organisation will be used 
instead by the Town Council in the improvement of town council owned assets.   

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 It is Officers recommendation that the funding be spent on improving Town 
Council sites by the in-house Grounds and Environmental Services. This will 
allow the previous funded work to be developed further. Therefore, it is believed 
that the renewal of Service Level Agreement is no longer required.

5. CONCLUSIONS

5.1 Consideration will be given to look at the possibilities of improving all Town 
Council owned sites over the next few years. Where possible all of the aims 
and aspirations of The National Pollinator Strategy: for bees and other pollinator 
in England will be embedded in everything that we do.

5.2 In doing so this Council will have met its legal and moral obligations to promote 
the aims and aspirations of The National Pollinator Strategy: for bees and other 



 
pollinator in England and addresses some of the environmental issues facing 
our pollinators.


